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Mr. Omar Zaveri now puts forward the idea that, if we cannot-
secure admission to the British Chamber, we can start one of our own.
If it is started and our traders work for it diligently and introduce such
reforms as are necessary, and if all of them act according to its advice,
it will be able to achieve a good many things. The British chambers
command great influence because their authority is accepted by all traders.
If we cannot bring about such a state of affairs, it will make no difference
whether or not we set up a Chamber. If therefore experienced and
public-spirited Indian merchants meet together, consider the matter seri-
ously and found a chamber of Indian merchants, we stand to gain.
And it will be considered a good step taken to better the lot of Indian
merchants.

[From Gujarati]
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THE MALAY LOCATION
I have already reported that the deputation regarding the Malay
Location waited upon the Lieutenant-Governor.1 The latter has sent
his reply, saying that a part of the Malay Location will be taken over
by the Railway authorities and the rest by the Johannesburg Munici-
pality; that they will pay compensation to owners for buildings in the
Location taken over by them, and that the Colonial Secretary will set
up another Location for the displaced tenants. This reply means nothing.
This outcome was anticipated even before the deputation waited on the
Lieutenant-Governor. It does not appear that, for the present, the local
Government will render any kind of justice.
HARDSHIPS ON THE RAILWAY
The Chairman and the Secretary of the British Indian Association saw
Mr. Price, the General Manager, regarding the prohibition of Indian and
other Coloured passengers from travelling by the 8-30 [a. m.] and 4-40 p.m.
trains from Johannesburg to Pretoria and the morning train leaving
Pretoria at 8-30 for Johannesburg. The interview lasted about an hour.
Mr. Price argued that the feeling among the whites ran rather high then
and it would not be desirable for the Indians to press the point further.
Finally, he gave the assurance that, if an Indian had to travel by any
of these trains for any urgent piece of work, the station master would, on
request, arrange for him to travel with the guard. Mr. Price, however,
suggested that, for the present, as few Indians as possible should travel by
1 Vide p. 288.
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